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of the author's work: The Study of Poetry; The Song; The 
Duple Meters; The Triple Meters; The Iambic Pentameter; 
The Ballad; The Sonnet; The Old French Forms ; Light Verse; 
Free Verse. To these are added a most interesting and sugges- 
tive chapter entitled "Poems Studied by Themes", in which 
different poems on the great subjects of Death, Abraham Lincoln, 
Nature, and The City are compared in order to show the variety 
of treatment of the same subject by different poets. 

The concludimg chapter on "Contemporary Poets" gives a 
score or more of the latest and best poems. The usefulness of 
the book is enhanced by a complete list of the poets and poems 
quoted or referred to, and an Appendix containing notes and 
references to other valuable and suggestive treatments of the 
various poems and subjects ; also a Bibliography of the best works 
relating to poetry and poets. A General Index and an Index of 
First Lines are added. 

The book as a whole combines a rich anthology with a complete 
yet simple apparatus for its use and appreciation. To the gen- 
eral reader as well as to the student it will prove to be a great 

boon. 

C. L. Wells. 
University of the South. 

The Romance of Eternal Life. By Charles Gardner. New York : 
E. P. Dutton and Company. 1922. Pp. ix, 196. 

This is the striking title of a very suggestive treatment of an 
alluring subject. The introductory chapter seizes one's interest 
at the start with epigrammatic sentences: "Pantheism, that 
formless haven of elect souls"; "Judaism is a great romantic 
religion"; "The word 'personality' has been turning summer- 
saults throughout history. It is never static. When it loves, it 
creates ; when it hates, it destroys. At its highest it is God ; at 
its lowest a devil" ; "There are three great doctrines of creation : 
the pantheistic which holds the creation to be an emanation from 
God and that it was essentially in Him from the beginning; the 
dualistic that thinks that God created by something outside of 
Himself; and the to-day discredited Christian dogma which de- 
clared that God made all things out of nothing. It is with 
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this last we must come to terms, for it shrouds the origins in 
mystery, it alone takes full account of the effects which we can 
touch and see and handle" ; "Man, however, is here and we are 
concerned with his romantic quest after God, and his romantic 
life if he finds Him" ; "Pantheism feeds poetry but ultimately 
kills romance, religion and worship. Monotheism offers an 
eternal ground for romance, morality, religion and worship; 
but by its mistrust of art is too apt to turn its devotees into 
fanatics and induce the worst kind of inquisitorial sins. We 
can see no way of keeping our gains and recovering the pagan 
richness except by loosing the bonds of rigid monotheism. 
This bold adventurous deed was committed by Christianity, 
'in the doctrine of the Trinity'." 

With this introduction the author reviews the history of 
Israel and the life of Jesus, noting the evidences of eternity. 
"It is a commonplace", he says, "that God is immanent in all 
nations, India, Persia, Egypt, or Greece, by their response to 
the immanent God might appear especially suited for a special 
revelation. Yet as a simple matter of fact Israel transcended 
these choice countries in religious genius." 

In Part II the author traces the romance through human life, 
in birth, conversion, confirmation, marriage and old age, con- 
cluding with two chapters on immortality and the Church 
and eternal life. The whole thought is the real and significant 
one that the eternal life is an ever-present reality. "The man 
who is conscious of eternal life must have a different attitude 
toward death from the man who is not. Death is so natural as 
to come like sleep to tired creatures. The dread, suffering, and 
distaste associated with death are to the living who behold what 
they love slipping beyond their reach." "Spiritual knowledge 
of Christ is eternal life. We may add the corollary that our 
spiritual knowledge of one another is eternal life too. Two peo- 
ple who really know each other will not ask whether they will 
know each other hereafter, for they are assured that their knowl- 
edge is eternal." How much higher and purer these thoughts 
than the vagaries of modern Spiritualism, and how much more 
satisfactory to the earnest soul! c 



